BILLENS Archibald (Archie)

Born: 17 Jun 1885 Akaroa, NZ

Died: 5 Sep 1962 (77) Levin, NZ

Buried: Tiro Tiro Rd cemetery, Levin, NZ

Father: Henry 1846 - 1936 Kelvin Grove
Mother: Elizabeth (Eliza) Hewitt 1852 - 1935 Kelvin Grove
Married: Never

Children: None

Notes:

He was the 5" child of 8 from his father’s 2" marriage. The 1 marriage had 5 children

His brother Robert H was a joint owner of the Horowhenua Chronicle

His nephew, Hewitt Elliot Billens (Son of Robert) was KIA in 1944. He was a pilot

officer.

He was a photographer in Levin from 1922 - 1954.

He was a stalwart of the Waiopheu Tramping Club

Property:

Does not appear on any property lists
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16 Mar 1920

Mr Arch  Billens, of ke  Billens
Studies, Palmerston North and Kkeua-
liuna, bas purchased the photographic
bustincss carried on by Aliss Garduner,
i Levin, and will ke possession ot
the beginning of next month,

30 Mar 1920

Miss Gardper annoounces ihat sie

has disposed, of hor photography busi-
ness to Mr A, Billens, and thanks her
cliente for their appreciated support.

q‘lldl I-\J':rlu ¥k T .---:n P | ) ha e oo d W

LDC 28 May 1920
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In apolher columa Mr Aoeh, Bl
lens, of the Billens” Svndios, Palmers-
ton North aod Ekeraharo, driaws at-
tantion to the fact that he has taken
over the photogeaphie business lately
carried on in Levin by Miss Gardner.
Mr Hillens, who has taken up his per-
manent residenss e Lovin, vl devote
e wiiehe of bis time o tha lecal busi-
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ness,  Some unpartang rmprovementy
have boen made in the lighting ar-
rancemenis ot the sindio, and as the
new praprictor is a student of  the
most. wmodirn merhods of his erafs, it
is clutined 1hal work of «ity ealibre
enn pow be farned ont mm Levin,  Sowme
fine snmuples of ehild and adult por-
trattunre 1taken doarmngz Mr Billeps' rve-
cont stay in Eketahuna, and finished
i the Levin stadios, are now 1o bho
scen in the show cases, A fast leus
has been added o the studio eqitip-
ment for winter work, whil> another
i~ eonn route from England. The lova-
tion of the studio 1w in Haswell's
Hllih{ill;ga. noxt Miss _\Iul{irgg'ﬁ o0
roomnis.

17 Apr 1923

Mr A. Billeng secured svme excellent
photographs of last week’s Gale-open-
ing al Weraroa,  Every individual in
fhe big crowd stands ont distinetly,
while the Prime Migisters atl-embrace-
ing smile hias been canght to periee-
Lion.
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15 Aug 1924

it onder o bring ihis Levin studty
RYEVE o . ovirnlitte, Mo A f.“”t'“th
protegraphicr, has noported Irom the
octnedl Works ol Messrs ). H, Dall-

ety oty bl LUsQUG, VLI v} Tielr
st Lvpes ol portrait Jenses, The
lens, which is  of  sixteen  inches
locts, s ol very large dimeunsiols,
atd teasutes bearly a loot i length,
this size heing necessary to obtairl
correct muduluw ald pcrbpectwe i
lurge photo .:-,ludlt‘;-, direct i the can-
1-1.1 It is also equipped with an ar-
rallgemdnt  lor taking  solt  Tocus
}fllLJlU‘a whiclh are now g0 much in
vogue with the leading photographiv
artists of Lugland and America, A
veflex camera ol the latest patlern,
for the photographing  of  pedigree
stock, lias also” been added to the
studio equipiment,



LDC 8 Oct 1928

PUBLIC NOTICES.
THANKS.

[N connection with Saturday’s fire we

desire to express our sineere thanks
to the Fire Brigade for their efforts and
to all those who assisted in the removal
of goods from the tearooms and studio,
and in other ways.

OXFORD TEA ROOMS.
A. BILLENS.

LDC 28 Oct 1931

OXFORD TEA ROOMS FIRE.

CHARGE OF ARSON FAILS

JURY RETURNS VERDICT OF
- ¢“NOT GUILTY.”’ -
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The story of the discovery of the
fire was told@d by Archibald  Billens,
photographer, of Levin, who occupies
rooms immediately behind the store-
room where the outbreak occurred. He
said he heard someone in there chop-
ping wood during the afternoon. Short-
ly before 6 p.m. he heard some person
enter the storeroom, remain there a
short while, go out and slam the door.
Then there followed footsteps down
the tearoom stairs and the closing of
the main door. He heard all this in
sequence quite distinctly. A few min-
utes later he had occasion to go to his
dark room and on passing through his
studio, found it full of smoke. He
immediatey notified the fire brigade by
telephone and informed Mr Williams,
proprietor of the tearooms.

L]
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LDC 24 Jun 1931

NEW ZEALAND'S PRODUCTS. -

Levin Is a Good Consumer.
A Survey of the Window Display.
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Arch. Billens.

Some examples of natural colour in
photographs are displayed in Mr Bil-
lens’s show cases. These are his own
work and are a beautiful example of
what is being donre in our own
town. Visitors have frequently ex-
pressed astonishment that. sueh high-
class photography can be produced out-
side the cities. The result is due to
Mr Billens’s rare combination of tech-
nical skill with the" artistic toueh.

13 Apr 1945

G
Iriends of Mr. A, Billens will regret
tn learn that he has been indisposed for
some time, mecessitating his going o
« Palmerston North for remedia] treat-,
ment,
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